《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 2 Corinthians》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.
THE attempts of certain modern writers to prove the authenticity of this and the former epistle, we must regard as labour superfluous and unrequired. Had the ancient churches no wisdom, and their councils no judgment, when they read these epistles in public worship, as books of divine inspiration? They were competent men, and had the manuscripts in their hands.

Cardinal Baronius fixes the time of writing this epistle to the twenty sixth year after the passion of Christ. Annal. Ecclesiastes vol. 1. p. 575. He adds, that it was written from Nicopolis, a city of Thrace, on the borders of Macedonia. Chronicles cap. ult. The three brethren, named at the close of the first epistle, Fortunatus, Achaicus, and Timotheus, having informed him of the salutary effects of his first epistle, in restoring discipline and order in the church; he wrote this second in the course of the year to comfort them after their sorrows, and to restore the incestuous offender, after the requisite fruits of repentance, lest he should be swallowed up of too much sorrow. The censures of the church have love for their source.

Further arguments are not necessary in this place, as they would only interfere with the illustrations, which properly belong to certain places in the comments. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-24
2 Corinthians 1:1. Paul — and Timothy our brother. It was proper that Timothy should be named, he having been specially sent to Corinth. — With all the saints which are in Achaia; in which peninsula the christians were now multiplied. Corinth was then also the capital, and the seat of the Roman government, having a ready communication with the country.

2 Corinthians 1:2. Grace be to you. This is much the same as in 1 Corinthians 1:3. Romans 1:7. These benedictions comprise the love of Christ, peace with God, and all the comforts of the Holy Ghost.

2 Corinthians 1:3. Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who sent his only-begotten Son into the world, to remove our guilt and misery by his superabundant grace, and give us a plenitude of consolation. St. Peter, using the same words, brightens them by the adjection, that he had begotten us again to a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Christ is not named here as in anywise distinct from the Father, but purely in regard of his mediatorial offices, and in conformity to the holy prophets, who declare him to be the servant of the Father, to gather the tribes of Israel; the covenant God of his people, the light of the gentiles, and the salvation of God to the ends of the earth. Isaiah 49:6.

2 Corinthians 1:5. As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth, by internal solace and tokens of the divine presence, and most extraordinary openings of providence for our deliverance. He names this to support the Corinthians in all the storms and rebukes of the wicked, which they also had to endure.

2 Corinthians 1:6. It is for your consolation, or for your encouragement.

2 Corinthians 1:8. Our trouble which came to us in Asia. This is recorded in Acts 19:34, when the silversmiths and the populace of Ephesus rushed into the theatre to occupy good seats, the better to see us devoured by the lions, not doubting of our condemnation, being charged with saying that Diana was no goddess. — What displays of providence in Paul’s deliverance, at this and at other times! 2 Corinthians 11:33.

2 Corinthians 1:11. Ye also helping together by prayer for us. The deliverance of Peter was a most evident answer to prayer, by which we learn that the church should at all times, especially under the pressure of heavy calamities, address the throne of grace with fervent importunity.

2 Corinthians 1:12. Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we do devote life in conformity to our call; that we preach Christ to all, warning every man, and have the blood of no man’s soul on our conscience. Those must be clean who bear the vessels of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 1:15. That ye might have a second benefit: χαρις, grace. The gospel itself is grace and truth shining on the world. The apostle had been three years at Corinth, and in Achaia. He had also visited Corinth a second time; but that being on a journey, is not counted here. It is noticed however in 2 Corinthians 12:14, where the apostle says, Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you.

2 Corinthians 1:18. As God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay. This affirmation is equivalent to an oath. Our word to you, and promise to come, are like the gospel we preach.

2 Corinthians 1:19-20. For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you by us — was not yea and nay; words which may be true, or may not be true. But in him was yea; for all the promises of God in him are yea and amen. In the Son of God we have certainty. There is no nay in any of his promises; ask, and ye shall receive. They are all amen, a word which designates truth on the part of God, as in Isaiah 65:16, and the assent of men, saying, amen in prayer. The gospel, full of promises, is declared that all may embrace the truth.

2 Corinthians 1:21. Now he which establisheth us with you in Christ is God. The church is built on Christ, the Son of God, the sure foundation, the rock of ages laid in Zion. On this rock we are built; we rest on a Father’s love, we rely on the promises which are as he is, “the Amen; the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God.” Revelation 3:14. Why then, oh Arian, dost thou seek in vain to undermine our foundation. Thou art destroying thy own soul, in order to destroy others. All who read that “the Word was God,” and that “the Son of God, Jesus Christ,” is the Saviour of men, will believe what they read.

And hath anointed us, with an unction from the Holy One; that is, with a measure of the anointing of Christ at the Jordan, to pray and preach with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. This alone is the real consecration. The Spirit of Jehovah is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the meek. Isaiah 61:1. See the Reflections on 1 Samuel 16.

2 Corinthians 1:22. Who hath also sealed us, with the Holy Spirit of promise, as in Ephesians 1:13. This Spirit effectuates the work of regeneration in our souls, and restores us to the image of God, so that we bear his name on our foreheads. Revelation 14:1. This is the seal by which the Lord knows those that are his. 2 Timothy 2:19.

And given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. This word is happy; it seems to be the same in all languages. Hebrew, ערבון airabon. Greek, αρραβων. Syriac, gnerabon. French, arrhes. Portuguese, arras. The Spanish and Italian are nearly the same; and all the northern tongues correspond with the English, the Welsh, and the Irish. The fact is, the word was new in all those tongues, and it was conveyed to them by the missionaries, as all other biblical names were. It designates the “earnest” of every divine enjoyment, corresponding with the foretaste of the feast, and the firstfruits of the harvest. Assuredly there is a reality in religion. The sixth collect after Trinity sunday is in unison with this statement.

2 Corinthians 1:23-24. To spare you I came not as yet to Corinth. Our Stephen Langton is again called to an account for separating these two verses from the following chapter. They designate the hallowed zeal of Paul, that he would not spare offenders in the church; yet in the words which follow he softens the rebuke.

REFLECTIONS.
The former epistle was written to rectify deviations from the doctrine and discipline of Christ, which had crept into the church of Corinth during the apostle’s absence. But here he writes full of grace and comfort to an afflicted people. The epistle opens with a torrent of apostolic benedictions, of paternal love and ministerial consolation. The sentiments of grace swelling his bosom, flowed as a fountain to refresh the parched lands. The rebukes in the former letter were presently followed by aspects of grace from the Father of mercies.

St. Paul recites the severity of the persecution which he and his colleagues had sustained in Asia, but it is with a view to animate the suffering Corinthians. He also adds, that as their sufferings for Christ had abounded, so their consolations had abounded also. At all times they walked in the comforts of the Holy Ghost; and in the hour of conflict, heaven was liberal in supporting their minds with the wine of the Father’s kingdom. Thus the apostles were established in the Lord. But we alas, when a trial comes too often, our comforts fly, because Satan has the advantage in the onset by stirring up the remains of corruption, and by inducing us to look, like Peter, at the waves till we sink. Let us pray for sanctifying and establishing grace. Let us pray that we may look to the promises for support, and at the examples of victory, that we may anticipate a conquest, and glory in tribulation for the Lord.

The experience which the apostles acquired in Asia, and the confidence from past helps that God would never withhold the requisite aid, enabled them to comfort others. Yes, and not with fine speeches only, but with an example in sustaining and vanquishing every species of trouble for the testimony of Christ. These athletics could indeed say, that the promises were all yea to praying saints, and that they were on God’s part all amen. The Hebrew word implies that they were true, firm, and steadfast.

The holy apostles and their suffering converts were established in Christ by the promises, and became like the oak more enrooted by the tempest. Faith presently clothes itself with the strength of God, and overcomes the world.

Believers, being kings and priests, they were also anointed with all the gifts and graces of the Spirit to magnify the love of God to man. They were likewise sealed with the same Holy Spirit. This word has so many glosses, that there is some doubt which of them was the apostle’s identical idea. It is promised to seal on our hearts the grace of regeneration, the name and the image of God.

Believers who are sealed with the Spirit, have the earnest of heaven in their hearts. The peace, the love, the joy which the saints now inherit are not dissimilar from those which they have in heaven; they differ only in the measure. Here we have the streams, there they have the ocean. Here we see through a glass darkly, there they see face to face. “And all the enjoyment above consists in the rapturous gaze.” 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-17
2 Corinthians 2:1. But I determined — that I would not come again to you in heaviness; but rather wait till the late scandal should subside. The offender, a man no doubt much known in the city, had laid his horn in the dust, and brought a dark cloud of shame and grief on the church; he had caused both jews and gentiles to triumph over the christian name. If a man under any strong temptation to sin, would open his mind to a friend, his fall might possibly be prevented. The words of Christ would be thundered in his ears, “Cut off thy right hand; pluck out thy right eye.”

2 Corinthians 2:4. Out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears. The heart always makes the best apology. When we see the honest man, and nature itself unfolded, we ask no more. The issue of those sentiments were pardon for the offender, healing for the church, and the restoration of love to the brethren. But oh, what calamities had resulted from a single case of irregular desire ending in shame!

2 Corinthians 2:11. Lest Satan should get an advantage of us. Lest he should expose to the world all your weaknesses, your conflicts, and your passions, with a thousand augmentations. Therefore heal the wound at once, and return to mutual love. When any member of a church falls into gross and scandalous sins, the weakness of the church becomes exposed. The prudence of the elders must therefore be exercised to save religion from contempt by expelling the offender, and equally so by seasonable endeavours to restore him again to the peace of his brethren, as soon as the fruits of repentance shall fairly appear. In cases where a succession of relapses do not follow, we should show the same compassion to others which God has shown to us.

2 Corinthians 2:13. I had no rest in my spirit, because I found not Titus my brother. Fellow-labourers for twenty years, delighting in the work, willing to suffer, and ready to die for Christ, must be united in spirit beyond all that fleshly affinities can boast. He wanted the more to find Titus, that he might drink fresh streams of joy in hearing of the recent success of the gospel in all the provinces of ancient Greece.

2 Corinthians 2:14. Thanks be to God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ. Of the triumph of Sesostris, we have spoken on the nineteenth of Isaiah. His triumph was imitated by Roman conquerors. Sometimes on entering the city of Rome, the chariot of the hero was drawn by white horses; sometimes by lions, by tigers, or by deer. All the trophies of war followed, and all the splendour that art could devise. But their triumphs were after Bellona had blown the trumpet of carnage. Paul’s was after the joyful sound, the gospel of peace. They had left the countries behind bleeding, weeping, burning. Paul left the sunbeams of righteousness and joy on all the churches. They had left their enemies slumbering in the dust. Paul left the idols broken, like Dagon before the ark. Their victories were partial, and at the expense of much Roman blood. Paul’s triumphs were in every city, and the dead in trespasses and sins were quickened to a life of faith and love. Thanks be to God, who made bare his holy arm of salvation.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter is extremely interesting in regard to christian discipline. It displays an admirable style of reasoning, discovers the tenderness of the apostle’s heart, and confirms the restoration of the incestuous Corinthian to the peace of the church. This man had been publicly expelled, and denied communion for about a year. 1 Corinthians 5. But he had borne it as the sentence of God, and submitted with tears and meekness to the rod. Now, despair in men who have fallen into fornication and adultery can never work repentance; but a judicious exercise of mercy may prevent their health from being ruined by too much sorrow. Hence the religion of Christ, distinguished by charity, can sustain no new wound by the reädmission in one year of a man who had evident marks of repentance and piety. And in this opinion, I am happy to add, the great body of christian critics concur.

The sanction which St. Paul conferred on the church to forgive this gross offender, fully shows in what light the power of remitting sins, conferred on the apostles, and in them on all ministers, is to be understood: it is to apply the promises of pardon, and officially to receive a sinner into the church. On this subject, Tirinus quarrels with Calvin, but without a doubt the latter has truth on his side. However, let us warn men, that if they fall again and again into gross sin, they ought not to expect the mercy of the church: nor ought they to wish to be stumblingblocks to persons of delicate sentiments. We say to profligate characters, sin no more, lest both the church and heaven be for ever shut against you. The thanks which the apostle renders to God for making the ministry triumphant in every place, is an admirable consideration of encouragement and comfort. He had been twenty four years in the ministry; he had travelled through Asia and Greece; and in the face of this great city he could say, that truth had in all places prevailed against error; love had vanquished prejudice, and patience had surmounted persecution. Whenever he gained the ear of a people, grace was sure to gain many of their hearts, and to win them over to the faith of Christ. The fragrance of paradise was once more felt by sinful man, in the glory of their doctrine, in the sweetness of their temper, and in the excellence of their piety.

The gospel was not without most instructive effects on the minds of the wicked. When men saw this light, and still wandered in darkness; and when they even hated and persecuted the preachers, the gospel was to them a pestilential odour. Their proud hearts, revolting at its fragrance, gave new energy to sin, which wrought death in them, while the gospel left them without excuse. Menochius laments in his day (1602) that among the Roman catholics so few ministers were found who were by their life and doctrine a sweet odour to God. And we may all say, who is sufficient for these things? Do thou, oh Lord, make us men who abhor and scorn to corrupt and adulterate thy word. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-18
2 Corinthians 3:1-3. Do we begin again to commend ourselves? A happy mode of recovery, as though he had slidden unawares into self-applause, when contrasting his ministry with that of false teachers. Or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you? Ye are our epistles, living epistles, written in our hearts, and carried in our bosoms wherever we may go. Your wisdom and piety, and all your moral glory as a people, record our fame. We are bold to say that the church at Corinth, manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ, publishes our praise, written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, as is the manner of men, but in fleshly tables of the heart. The Swedes published about a century ago, a large folio book full of wood-cuts, copied from stones which record the actions of their princes, and the virtues of private persons. Some of those actions have been engraved on rocks and contour cliffs, to instruct posterity.

2 Corinthians 3:5. Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves. These words are laconic; more is understood than said. λογισασθαι τι, to reason out, to collect such a system as the glorious gospel of the blessed God. We are not able to illuminate and convert the multitudes who have renounced idolatry, and turned to the Lord, both in Asia and in Greece. Our sufficiency is of God.
2 Corinthians 3:6. Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament. The Greek is, “new covenant,” as in Jeremiah 31., which is the proper word, for the covenant regards all nations, as in Isaiah 42:6; Isaiah 49:8. A testament, on the contrary, chiefly regards an individual. The grace conferred on Paul makes him bold. He says more than either Moses or the prophets could say, yet his ministry says more than his words. As the glory of the gospel surpasses the glory of the law, so the ministry of the new covenant, in every view, surpasses that of the old.

Not of the letter, the moral law, but of the spirit, that is, the gospel in all its quickening and reviving influences. For the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. Yet when the gospel is called “spirit and life,” it is understood also of the Holy Spirit’s giving power and energy to the gospel, convincing the world of sin, and making the word quick and powerful, like a two- edged sword. It is preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. We must be careful not to concede too much to that philosophy ever hostile to revelation.

2 Corinthians 3:7-8. If the ministration of death — was glorious; the sublime and terrific grandeur of God on Sinai at the promulgation of the law. This law discovers the moral glory of God, is unchangeable as the divine nature, and requires pure and perfect love to God. It also discovers the concupiscence of the heart, as in a sunbeam; it pronounces the awful sentence without respect of persons, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” — But the same glory in Christ, the mediator of the new covenant, founded on better promises than those of corn and wine, on ascending the throne of the mercy-seat, displays the healing beams of grace. It is his prerogative to confer pardon, adoption, righteousness, and eternal glory, the crown that fadeth not away.

2 Corinthians 3:10. That which was made glorious had no glory, compared with the new covenant, because the law of righteousness and life superseded the law of sin and death. All the glory of the gospel, clothed with everlasting righteousness, remains in the fullest splendour. The moon of the tabernacle wanes, while the sun of the true tabernacle shines with everlasting light.

2 Corinthians 3:12-13. Seeing then we have such hope, that the gospel shall abide for ever, we use great plainness of speech. We are the more bold and confident in preaching the gospel of Christ; and not as Moses, who put a veil over his face. The Greek is, over his own face. By this veil Moses intimated that the children of Israel should not confine their regards to a law which was ultimately to be abolished, but should look through the shadows to the end of the law. To this day that veil is on their hearts when Moses and the prophets are read. They do not, as the learned Pascal remarks, see the old testament full of Christ.

2 Corinthians 3:16. When it (their heart) shall turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away from it. “When the time shall come,” says Erasmus, “that they shall rise above the contumacy of their mind, and embrace the catholic faith, and turn to the Lord, then the veil shall be taken away, and they shall contemplate those divine truths which can be seen only with the luminous eyes of faith.” The law of Moses related to gross and carnal ministrations, which may be seen with corporeal eyes. But the law of Christ is spirit, not teaching such shadowy things, but the invisible things of God, which are seen by faith. The law of Moses imposed obedience through fear of punishment; the gospel opens the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

2 Corinthians 3:17. Now the Lord is that Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. The glorious liberty to call God Father, to call Jesus Lord, and pray and preach with the Holy Ghost. By consequence, the nearer a believer lives to God, the more he will enjoy of his Spirit, and the bolder he will be in prayer and speaking in his name. If he have lost that Spirit, his words will want the living power which is known and felt by the people; or if the Lord should favour him with some portions of it in the sanctuary, it is for the sake of the people. The glory will depart from him, and leave him to all the groveling habits which daily reign in his heart. David, as is allowed by the jews, when he fell from grace in the affair of Bathsheba, lost the spirit of psalmody, and of prophesying. Therefore in his penitentiary psalm he prays thus: Restore to me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold, or establish, me with thy free Spirit, the Spirit of glory and liberty in the worship of the sanctuary: then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Psalms 51:12-13.

2 Corinthians 3:18. But we all with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image. 1 Corinthians 13:12. Christ is that mirror; in him we see all the perfections of the deity revealed. This glory is spiritual, and is effectuated in the heart by the Spirit of the Lord. The more we see his glory, the more we are changed into his image, “till we all come in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man.” Believers having once seen the glory of Christ, can find no substitute on earth. That sentiment is supreme in every faithful heart: “I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.” Psalms 17:15.

REFLECTIONS.
In coming a second time to this happy sphere of labour, the apostle says he did not need letters of recommendation. He had now multitudes in Asia, and countless numbers in Greece, who in every city would crowd the road to meet him, with looks and greetings all divine; and the man who received him must for awhile keep open house. And who could divide a family of love? Oh happy fruits of the gospel of Christ. The faith, the love, the piety, and hallowed joy of the father were written on the hearts of his spiritual children. The glory and unction of St. Paul’s ministry might be read of all men in the looks of a hundred converts. The glory of the gospel infinitely surpasses the glory of the law. This is illustrated by the most conclusive contrasts. The law by a discovery of sin, and by an absolute sentence, was the ministration of death. But the gospel, illustrating the shadows of the law, brought life and righteousness to the penitent: it wrote the law on the heart, and manifested a glory that shall never fade away. It opened the light of God’s countenance, and all the heaven of redeeming love. How lamentable then is the case of the jews who could read the old testament, which is full of the Messiah, and yet overlook the glory of the Lord Jesus, and the power of his resurrection.

The blindness and prejudice of the human heart can only be removed by the grace of God, giving a teachable temper; and when they turn to the Lord the veil shall be removed. Thus Moses, shining with the divine glory, veiled his face when he addressed the elders: but on turning to speak to the Lord, he took away the veil. Happy figure of the removal of the veil which covered the law, by the superior glory of grace. Happy transition from the bondage of the legal shadows to the glorious liberty of Zion, whose children have received the spirit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father.

The glimpse of glory which Moses saw, then a singular favour, is now open to every believing soul in regard of sanctification. The gospel is the speculum or glass, setting forth the glory of Christ. When we contemplate his lustre, the whole soul becomes irradiated with the light of life; when we behold his love, the heart presently burns with celestial fire; and as it is the property of fire to convert every substance into its own element, so we are changed into the same image, by the renovating power of the Holy Ghost. Thus Stephen before the council had a countenance irradiated with the glory of Christ, for heaven at that moment opened to his view with brighter and still brighter beauty. But whence proceeds this astonishing power of faith, or of beholding the glory of the Lord. It is because he has been pleased to make faith the grand condition of justifying and of sanctifying grace; and because it is consonant to the moral nature of things. If I look at the glory of this world, and covet its vanities, I become base by leaving God, and choosing corruption. But when looking simply and constantly at his glory, I become elevated in faith, ennobled in sentiment, and sanctified in habit. Thus faith purifies the heart, and inexplicably transforms the soul into the image of God. What then must be the change induced on glorified spirits, when they shall see him as he is. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-18
2 Corinthians 4:1. Seeing we have this ministry, of grace and reconciliation to a guilty world; the ministry of righteousness, not of condemnation; the ministry of life, and not of death; we have lived in the spirit of our mission, and in full conformity to our calling. If judges and magistrates keep up the dignity of their courts, it will never do for the ambassadors of heaven to lower the style of their address, especially when addressing the enemies of the truth.

2 Corinthians 4:2. We have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, or the shameful secrets of false teachers, who corrupt the word of God: 2 Corinthians 2:17. Not walking in craftiness, to make a gain of godliness, or turn the ministry to gain mankind with guile. Nor handling the word of God deceitfully, to flatter any man’s passions, or opinions; for if we seek to please men, we cease to be the servants of Christ. We know nothing of the wisdom of this world, but proclaim the gospel as the heralds of the Lord. We publish the law in the midst of the cities, and go through the nations in the fulness of the gospel of Christ. We make manifest the truth, and nothing but the truth, to gain the conscience, and to win the heart.

2 Corinthians 4:3. But if our gospel be hid. The Greek has various bearings.

κεκαλυμμενον, covered, obscurely seen, veiled, or so dimly seen as not to perceive its beauty. In like manner the veil was on the jews, when Moses and the prophets were read. Their passions were so attached to a reigning Messiah, that they did not perceive that Christ must first suffer, and then enter into his glory. Therefore they saw no form nor comeliness in him that they should desire him.

2 Corinthians 4:4. In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe not. But we are clear of their blood. We have manifested the truth; the fault is wholly their own, and they are left without excuse. The veil, the same veil of unbelief which blinded their fathers, still blinds their children. The gospel light shines with splendour like the sun, but the darkness does but faintly perceive it. They hear it, or hear its report with hearts unclean, with passions which blind their eyes. For the god of this world, to whom they willingly bow, hath so blinded their minds with sin, that the glory of Christ, the image of God, is not perceived; while he who sees Christ with eyes of faith, sees the Father also. This image is not to be understood of the moral image of God in which Adam was created, but as in Colossians 1:15, the image of the invisible God, the Son, εαυτου, of Himself. Romans 8:3. Christ is the image of his perfections, beaming out in a plenitude of wisdom, power, and love; and in all the forms of grace and mercy to a fallen world. — But though those unbelievers are indeed lost by sin; yet as they are spared, we must still dig about the roots of the barren figtree, for who can tell the power of truth and grace.

2 Corinthians 4:5. We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus, the Lord. 1 Corinthians 2:2. John 17:3. Hebrews 1:2. We so preach him in all the glory of his person and offices, as to excite men to believe on his name for salvation and eternal life. We preach him as the Lord and heir of all; for all things are put under him. Psalms 110:1. We are sent by him to minister to you, and to be faithful in all things, that we may give up our account with joy.

2 Corinthians 4:6. God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts. After God had created the matter and masses of heaven and earth, when darkness was on the face of the deep, he said, “Let there be light, and there was light.” Then the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy. The same miracle he has now repeated in the gospel age. He, the Sun of righteousness, illuminates the mind with the light of the glory of God. Nay, more; he shines into the heart with all the renovating influences of light, and life, and love. He gives us the light of the knowledge of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:7. We have this treasure in earthen vessels, as stated on Philippians 3:21, and not like the manna in a golden pot. The humility of our condition derogates nothing from the divinity of our mission. Workmen should be dressed like workmen, and conformably to the work they have to do. Our real glory consists in the dignity of our mission, the unsearchable riches of the gospel, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, in all the powers of grace to regenerate the world.

2 Corinthians 4:8-9. We are troubled, yet not distressed; perplexed, but not in despair. Paul here uses a figure which rhetors call the paradiastole, which grants one thing but denies another. In the plenitude of his soul he poured forth eloquence which contained the utmost force of argument, and all the spontaneous beauties of figure. Where is the earthly lord who had servants like these? Killed indeed all the day long, but not destroyed; and servants that faint not in his work. 

2 Corinthians 4:10. Bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. The jews of Antioch and Iconium, who had pursued him to Lystra with a view to kill him, stoned him in that city. Acts 15:19. Thrice was he scourged by the Roman lictors, and five times whipped in the synagogues. His body was a living sacrifice to God, crucified with Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:16. The inward man is renewed day by day. See on 2 Corinthians 5:17. Isaiah 40:31.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18. Our light affliction is but for a moment. Here we have the true spirit of heroism. We see the veteran in war: jucundi sunt acti labores, past labours are pleasant. Prisons, and frequent deaths, are of small account compared with the weight of glory. We forget the storms and tempests, for the sunbeams which succeed are eternal. But it should especially be noted, that all the sanctifying transformations of the Holy Spirit are produced by looking, not at the things which are seen, lest we sink like Peter when he looked at the waves, but at the glories of the celestial kingdom; the things which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard. In all these acts of divine contemplation we see the Lord, we see his glory, and become prepared for the exceeding great reward.

REFLECTIONS.
Passing from the glory of the gospel to that of the ministry, we find it clothed with a correspondent excellence. The first preachers of the gospel were models to those of future times. No man could reproach them with the secret immoralities of pagan priests; and no man could charge them with the selfish craft of judaizing teachers, and of false apostles. In illustrating the scriptures they gave no deceitful glosses of the sacred text, nor made any inferences from patriarchal liberties to flatter the concupiscence of men in national society. The whole ministry was a manifestation of the glory of Christ, the image of the invisible God, for the salvation of mankind.

Men who are not converted by the gospel, but who obstinately degrade it, as though the Lord Christ was not the image of God, and the only-begotten of the Father, are blinded by Satan, who accounts himself the god of this world. The process to ultimate blindness has three degrees. Satan first blinds men by prejudice and temptation. They then blind themselves by a wilful rejection of the truth, and an obstinate attachment to carnal pleasures. And lastly, God most justly blinds them by withdrawing the grace they have so long abused.

The primitive ministers were not only free from craft and immorality, but they were faithful to their Master. They preached not what related to their own interest, nor recited their personal achievements in a pompous display of learning, talent and eloquence; but they preached Christ and him crucified. Their minds were filled with the glory of their Master, and their hearts impressed with the miseries of men; hence they failed not to communicate the same ideas and sentiments to their hearers.

The poverty of their outward condition, so revolting to the haughty world, was no small addition of credit to their Master and their mission. The vessels were earthen, but the treasure was divine. It was a treasure incorruptible, abundant, and supreme. Who among the princes of this world could boast of servants that loved their master’s name and work so as to wear out their lives in martyrdom, hunger and anguish, to promote their glory and the good of their subjects. Who among the princes of this world has servants that suffer so cheerfully, so piously and invincibly; and what is more, always overcoming evil with good. Hence their thanksgiving redounded to the glory of God; and the perishing body was renovated day by day.

The marvellous support of those holy men was the hope of immortality, and a steady regard to invisible things. They called their complicated and severe afflictions light, being of transient duration; and the glory they regarded as an eternal weight. When the Lord himself makes the eulogium of his servants, it amounts to such a degree of applause as surpasses all description, and all estimation. — May we therefore learn to realize unseen things, that we may find more than adequate support under the troubles of life, and follow the early examples of faith and patience till we obtain the crown. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-21
2 Corinthians 5:1. We know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God — eternal in the heavens. The contrast between a house made with hands, and a house made by Jehovah’s fiat, is very striking. But the assurance of it is more to be remarked. “We know” that if our bodies were dissolved, we have a mansion in the heavens. On the superior excellence of the ministry, and on the eternal weight of glory, our confidence is built, that whenever we shall be summoned away from this frail cottage, which may more appropriately be called a tent than a mansion, we have a celestial habitation, and therefore care the less about a mortal life, in hopeof a more glorious resurrection. Our hope is built upon the promises of God: on this hope Joseph gave commandment concerning his bones, and Abraham sought a better country. — We rely on the resurrection of Christ, as the firstfruits of them that slept. We are the more consoled in our hope, for having received the firstfruits of the Spirit, and now wait for the adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

2 Corinthians 5:2. Desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven. Many of the heathens had a notion that the souls of men were corporeal; and Tertullian seems to have embraced it, before he knew the gospel. They thought, as Thespesias, in Plutarch, is said to have returned from the dead, that souls retained the form and features of their bodies, and that the passions were to be traced on their countenance. Some critics also have conjectured that the soul receives a vehicle, an envelope, on leaving the body. But Beza, with many others, understand this passage, as in 1 Corinthians 15:53, of this mortal putting on immortality. Tirinus understands the soul to be clothed on leaving the body with a vestment of celestial glory. Chrysostom, Ambrose, and Theodoret understand it of a clothing of divine charity, justifying grace, and good works, implying all the fruits of the Spirit. And our wish not to be found naked, like Adam, certainly imports the being clothed with the glorious image of God.

2 Corinthians 5:3. That being clothed we shall not be found naked. Job says, I put on righteousness, and it clothed me; my judgment was as a robe and a diadem: Job 29:14. The woman seen in a vision, is clothed with the sun. Revelation 12:1. The saints put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and are arrayed in the armour of light. When the Lord therefore shall come, they will not be found naked.

2 Corinthians 5:4. We that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened. This is the lot of the whole creation, but believers do not groan with impatience, having the fullest confidence in a Father’s love, and in that wisdom which cannot err. Nevertheless, we groan and sigh, that mortality may be swallowed up of life; that this mortal may put on immortality, and that we may be absorbed in the sunbeams of celestial glory. The soul disburdened of its load, exults in the Lord, 

And swells unutterably full Of glory and of God.
2 Corinthians 5:6-8. Therefore we are always confident. Whatever be the storms and conflicts of life, we still press forward, and walk by faith. Confident, I say, that the issue shall be an eternal weight of glory, we would rather that the work and pilgrimage should be hastened, that we may follow the faithful armies, and be present with the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:10. We must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. He will first of all, call his servants to give account of their time, their talents, and all the offices and trusts of life. Therefore, while we are absent in the body, we labour the more to be accepted of him. On the slothful servant, who has hid his Lord’s money, and wronged him of the good which might have been done, he will cast an eye of severe displeasure. On the prodigal, who has wasted all his substance in the circles of dissipation, who has robbed and ruined his friends, and ever revolted at correction, the final strokes will fall. On the effeminate, who have wasted their finest summer-mornings in chambering, while all the living beings of the earth were active, he will record the sentence, that they shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 1 Corinthians 6:9. Revelation 21:8; Revelation 22:15. The impartial Judge will so enlighten the conscience, that it shall ever have the presence of every crime; he will superadd the terrors of his high displeasure, and drive them to the congregation of the giants, as all the prophets have said. Job 26:4. Isaiah 14:9; Isaiah 14:20. Ezekiel 32:21.

2 Corinthians 5:11. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; not only by uplifting the veil of futurity, but by every persuasive argument suggested by the gospel, to flee from the wrath to come. In so doing, our real character is made manifest to God, and to the consciences of men, that we act in conformity to our mission. By spending our life in this way, I know the false apostles, those angels of light, put the worst construction on our best deeds, and attribute our conduct to derangement, and imbecility of mind.

2 Corinthians 5:13. But, whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God. We smile contemptuously at their feeble malice. They may not, or they will not know, that having entered into the wisdom of God in the redemption of the world, and seeing the whole human race lying in the arms of the wicked one, dead in trespasses and sins, we are constrained, we are urged and stimulated by the love of Christ to live as he lived, and preach as he preached. Therefore, we give you occasion to boast and glory in having apostles who live like their Master, and who put his death and resurrection in full power by causing the dry bones to revive, and live for him who died for them, and rose again.

2 Corinthians 5:16. Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh. Though those false apostles come to you with mails and packets of letters, with all the honours that the rabbinical schools can confer, or all the powers with which the sanhedrim can invest them, we know them not. They are emissaries of darkness, transformed into angels of light. They come to beguile you, as the serpent beguiled Eve: 2 Corinthians 11:3; 2 Corinthians 11:14. — Nay more, we are not allowed now to dwell on the innocent infirmities of Christ, which were the most striking marks of his love to fallen man. We leave the unitarians to make a parade of his parentage, his hunger, his thirst, his weariness at the well; his soul sorrowful even unto death: all these are now swallowed up of life. Men may destroy their souls by looking at what is human, instead of looking only at the glory of Christ, the image of the invisible God. We do not forget the death of Robert Robinson, who, after making a shipwreck of faith in Birmingham on a Sunday, was found dead in his bed on the following Wednesday. The Lord cometh quickly, and his reward is with him.

2 Corinthians 5:17. Therefore, — just the reverse of those false apostles, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. The Spirit of regenerating grace produces by the word of truth, a new creation in his soul. Having seen the glory of Christ, and embraced him by faith, he becomes one spirit with the Lord. He is then in Christ as a branch is in the vine, as a stone is in the temple, as a member is in the body, as a child is in the family. This new birth is called the hidden man of the heart, which grows in knowledge and in grace, being nourished by the milk of the word. And if we may follow the allegory, the five senses of the body are all attributed to the new creature. He tastes, he sees that the Lord is good; he feels after God, he hears the Shepherd’s voice, and his soul inhales the sweet odour and fragrance of paradise. His life is equally new, for “old things are passed away, and all things are become new.”

2 Corinthians 5:18. All things are of God, in the work of our redemption, and he it is who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ. The entrance of sin into the world was followed with a breach between man and his Maker. Sin therefore must be expiated by an stoning sacrifice, prepared and approved of God, the law made honourable, the curse removed, death vanquished, and heaven and hope restored to man. The cross then became the grand theatre of reconciliation, and Satan was despoiled of all his glory. All other sacrifices were but shadows of this. Leviticus 16.

2 Corinthians 5:19. And hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. This is stated in the call of the holy prophets. Isaiah 6:8. Jeremiah 1:10. Ezekiel 3:17. Also in the call of the apostles. Matthew 10:7; Matthew 28:18-20. Ministers of Jesus, beware of lowering your credentials. Your ministry is not of men, nor by men, but by Jesus Christ. You watch as those that must give an account.

2 Corinthians 5:20. We are ambassadors for Christ. Plenipotentiaries, having full powers to preach righteousness, and promise salvation to all the rebels who turn from their foul revolt with contrite hearts, and embrace the Saviour. Here the grace is superabundant; instead of rebels suing for their life, it is God who sends to pray them to accept of mercy.

2 Corinthians 5:21. He hath made him to be sin for us. Sin is not here put in opposition to righteousness, but as a sin-offering, as often in the LXX. See Leviticus 4:3; Leviticus 29:5, 6. Psalms 40:7. In English, the word should be supplied, in Italics; and so St. Augustine reads: epis. 120. Hostiam pro peccato, a sacrifice for sin. The Chaldaic on Exodus 29:14 reads as Augustine. Then it follows, as he was made a sacrifice for sin on our account, we are made the righteousness of God in him, by the removal of guilt, and the gift of righteousness by faith. In the writings of Paul, salvation and righteousness are nearly synonymous terms. Romans 1:16-18. Christ becomes our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Glorious sacrifice — glorious ministry!

REFLECTIONS.
In the preseding chapter St. Paul had recited a sketch of his sufferings and support. Here he proceeds with the subject, and completes his triumph in the full assurance of faith. We know that if the earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God. Here the poor frail body is most aptly compared to a portable tabernacle or tent, easily removed from one place to another; an idea which best assorts with men who confess themselves to be strangers and pilgrims on the earth. Tents also are not of much value; they need frequent repairs, and they are soon worn out; in all these views it is the case with the body. But tents often contain great treasure, and are the abodes of princes and heroic men; and oh what a noble soul is sometimes discovered in a poor emaciated body, a soul groaning for immortality, and superior to the charms of worldly pomp.

Holy men have assurance of their portion in the life and immortality brought to light by the gospel. “We know” that we have a building of God, because their inward man is renewed day by day with foretastes and earnests of the heavenly inheritance. 2 Corinthians 4:17. Romans 8:10. And this assurance grows and encreases, as appears from 2 Timothy 4:7-8. Victory in conflicts, and patience in suffering, augment the consciousness of God’s favour, and convey a diversified knowledge of his ways. So the poet:

“The soul’s dark cottage, battered and decayed,
Lets in new light through chinks which time has made.”
Assurance is inseparable from aspirations after heaven. An earthly mind is a canker to our comforts, and fills us with anxiety and pain. And as we cannot go to heaven till our work is done, assurance is connected with sincere efforts to please and serve God. Whether present or absent, we labour to be accepted of him. Here is the grand duty of the saints, and the object of their utmost wish to be pleasing in heart and life to God. Then they need not be over solicitous of comforts, for while they endeavour to be holy, the Lord’s comforts, like showers and sunbeams, will follow of their own accord.

Assurance, so intimately connected with the love of God, is equally connected with the love of man. Knowing the terrors of the Lord, and the awful situation of the impenitent at his bar, we persuade men: we sacrifice all on earth, and risk life itself for their salvation. The world accounted this extraordinary zeal — fanaticism; but if the apostles were beside themselves, it was for the churches, and the objects which demand our zeal also.

To this divine service they were constrained by the redeeming love of Christ, but in a way perfectly consonant to sound reason. They judged, that if Christ died for all, then all must be dead in trespasses and sins. And he really did die for all, for God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, first by the satisfaction on the cross, as explained in Romans 3.; and next, he continued the act of reconciling them by conversion. This then was the embassy and mission of the apostles. Had their Master been on earth, he would still have gone about doing good, and have diversified his ministry in a thousand forms. He would have exercised patience with diligence, and strove to remove prejudice. He would have wept over the obstinate, as over Jerusalem. Therefore his servants venture with trembling to fill his place; and they can preach mercy by commission, and realize by example, God having pardoned their sins, and made them encouraging patterns to others. Surely argumentation was never more cogent, or conclusion more impressive. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-18
2 Corinthians 6:1. We then as workers together with the Lord, who has by himself purged our sins, and reconciled all things to himself on the cross, and has commissioned us to continue the ministry of reconciliation — we beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in vain. That is, the unspeakable gift of Christ, and his gospel, “the grace of God which brings salvation to all men,” and which demands corresponding returns of repentance, faith, and holiness. For if this gospel do not bring a full salvation by faith, but on the contrary if there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, it will prove the ministry of death to the unbelieving and disobedient.

2 Corinthians 6:2. For he saith, on promising the gentile nations to the Saviour, Isaiah 49:8, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and will give thee the heathen for thine inheritance. The time accepted is called by the prophets “the last days, or the acceptable year of the Lord;” or the fulness of time appointed of the Father to turn the nations from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. On applying this passage to the Greeks, Paul says, “Behold now is the accepted time,” for the nations to rush into the kingdom of God. In him they find the great salvation from all their sins, and a renovation of the life and image of God.

2 Corinthians 6:3. Giving no offence, that the ministry be not blamed. Christ and his ambassadors form but one court, and one church. A minister captivated by concupiscence, operating in any ignoble passion, dishonours the gospel, as a gospel that cannot save, and by inference dishonours the Lord. Ministers must be what they are called, the glory of Christ, and the stars in his right hand.

2 Corinthians 6:4. Approving ourselves as the ministers of God. This epistle was primarily addressed to the preachers at Corinth, and through them to the people. This part seems wholly to belong to ministers, who are expected to shine with a constellation of passive and active graces. Thirty of those virtues are named here, and all the other adornings of the sanctuary are understood.

In much patience, a passive grace, nourished by the love of God, and the hope of glory, to endure all things for the elect’s sake, and in the hope of an encreasing number of converts. In afflictions, both of body and mind, arising from the opposition of wicked men, and from griefs and troubles in the infant church. In necessities and distresses, arising from want of food and raiment; not so much in Corinth, as in going through the provinces.

2 Corinthians 6:5. In stripes, castigations in the synagogues; from the beatings of rioters, and the rod of the magistrates, connected with frequent imprisonments. In watchings, in fastings, when we, or our brethren are suffering under the bonds of cruel afflictions. Acts 12:5.

2 Corinthians 6:6. By pureness of conscience. By knowledge of the holy scriptures, of human nature, and all associate elements of science. A bishop must not be a novice, but an ornament to religion, and the joy of the church. By longsuffering, cultivating a lenient and parental temper. By kindness, like the lovingkindness of the Lord, reigning in all the brotherhood of the church. By the Holy Ghost, in the special exercise of charity, or the love of God. This divine influence is the source of all moral excellence, and communicates its fragrance to all around.

2 Corinthians 6:7. By the word of truth, the gospel of God, which is by way of eminence the truth, the substance of all the promises. By the power of God, the warmth and fervour of preaching, and the unction of the Spirit, which accompanies the word. By the armour of righteousness, having the sword in the right hand, and the shield in the left, as described in the sixth of Ephesians. What is the world around us but columns of hostile foes, that must be vanquished and overcome.

2 Corinthians 6:11. Oh ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you. While writing, a vista of divine light opened on the apostle’s mind; and the exuberance of his thoughts clothed themselves in that figure of rhetoric, called the antithesis; yea, a climax of of antitheses, forming a beauty in eloquence not equalled by any heathen writer.

2 Corinthians 6:14-16. Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers, which is so strongly prohibited by the law of Moses. Deuteronomy 7:2-6. “Thou shalt make no covenant with them — they will turn away thy son from following me.” The questions are all cogent, and convey an illustration like the powerful shades of the pencil. Righteousness can have no fellowship with unrighteousness, which is hostile to order and law. Light and joy can have no communion with darkness, essential evil which shuns the light. Christ and Belial can never be seated on the same throne. Equally so is intimate associations with the infidel world, whose presence and breath is a deleterious poison to the soul of a believer. Neither can we go to the temple of idolatry, nor to the balls and theatres of the wicked, for the idol worshipped is the god of this world.

REFLECTIONS.
The subject of the ministry is here continued. The ambassadors of Christ, succeeding the Lord in the sanctuary, are fellow-workers with him. They entreated the wicked to be reconciled to God, and here they press the point to an immediate issue, that they should not receive the grace of God or his gospel in vain. Ministers should learn hence to come to a full close with their hearers, and urge a present salvation. God always hears his Anointed for his members, as well as for himself during his passion; therefore all believers and seekers of salvation should be encouraged to expect help and comfort in all their troubles of mind, before they leave the house of God. Every blessing they need is now ready in Christ; and the Lord will not be more gracious to-morrow than he is today. And sinners are not the better, but the worse for delay. Perhaps, at a future time, they will be less disposed for salvation than now. Besides, they are saved, not by works which require time, but by faith which realizes a present God, and awaits his present aid. Add to this, that the psalms in many places, and other parts of the sacred writings, represent penitents as coming in distress to God, and returning happy and full of comfort. So the homilies of Macarius, and the uniform experience of the saints. It is the glory of the christian ministry to say, Behold, now is the day of salvation. If we said, to-morrow God will bless and save you, we should dishonour our Master, and perhaps some of our hearers might not live till to-morrow. Behold, said he, I do cures to- day. It is Satan who says to-morrow, at another time, and when there is a convenient season. To-day is God’s time, and a lively expectation animates an audience to devotion.

The doctrine of a present salvation is followed by a torrent of simple and sublime eloquence on the glory of the christian ministry. Here we may in some sort challenge all the classics of Greece and Rome for a passage of equal eloquence. This fortitude in suffering, this purity of heart, this divine knowledge, this love unfeigned, and this invincible patience, discover the image and life of God in regenerate men. The wicked saw it, and dropped their countenance; vice retired to its haunts, idolatry was troubled, and affected concealment, mystery and antiquity. In short, the world was conquered, and so must every rebellious man who will read the new testament with prayer and sincere enquiries after truth.

The charge not to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers in habits of friendship, and most of all in matrimonial ties, is supported with equal force of argument and weight of promises. In the moral world, what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? In the natural world, what communion hath light with darkness? In the spiritual world, what concord hath Christ with Belial? See 19:22. In the religious world, what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And in the sanctuary, what agreement then can the temple of God have with the temples of idolatry? Can a christian leave this glorious Mediator, these illustrious ministers, and all those blessings of our adoption, for the lying vanities of the world? No Lord: thou hast the words of eternal life. 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-16
2 Corinthians 7:1. Having therefore these promises. Our good archbishop Langton is blamed by many critics for separating this verse from the preceding chapter. The great and precious promises of the new covenant are all designed to embolden our approaches to God. If he adopt us, and make us his living temple, then we should resemble him in holiness. This holiness, it would seem, is taught here, both as a progressive, and as an instantaneous work. The first effort towards holiness is the renunciation of sin at a stroke, by the knife of excision. Mark 9:43-48. Also by an approach to the fountain, which cleanses from all unrighteousness. Then to grow in grace, and profit by all the trials of life for the mortification of sin. But, at the same time, ever to seek an instantaneous deliverance, for now is the day of salvation.

Perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Cultivating and improving the Christian temper, by growing in knowledge and in grace, till from a little child, the inner man of the heart shall attain the measure and stature of Christ. Labouring to attain that perfect faith which would sacrifice every idol at the divine command, that perfect love which distinguished the martyrs and confessors, that perfect patience which endures affliction with joy, and blesses God under the severest privations. This great change is superinduced by the effectual working of the divine power. Christ, long knocking at the door, enters the heart, expels the serpent’s brood, and hallows the living temple as his abode. His presence changes the mind from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. The old man is put off with his deeds, and the inner man is renewed day by day. This is the new heart, the glorious liberty of the children of God. The believer sinks into a state of humility, as less than the least of all saints, that Christ may be all in all.

2 Corinthians 7:2. We have wronged no man of his rights, corrupted no man in moral or religious principles, defrauded no man of money or of his just claims. These are three sins which alienate the affections of people from their ministers, and are here enumerated as a tacit rebuke to false teachers.

2 Corinthians 7:6. God who comforts those that are cast down. See Acts 9:31. Romans 5:5. 

2 Corinthians 7:10. The sorrow of the world worketh death. Sorrow for the loss of reputation, of fortune, of relatives, shortens life by grief and despair. Alas, what suicides followed the French revolution, and how many are still occurring even in our own country! True faith, on the contrary, bows to the will of God, and says, like the Shunamite, on the death of an only son, It is well. It rejoices in tribulation, and glories in the cross, as Christ has commanded us to do. Matthew 5:11-12.

2 Corinthians 7:11. Ye sorrowed after a godly sort, so as not to relapse in anywise into the like faults, as was apparent from the seven fruits which followed.

(1) What carefulness to avoid temptation, and to shun the appearance of evil.

(2) What clearing of yourselves, by an apology in self-defence, that you never covered a deed which stained the church, nor ate bread with a fornicator.

(3) What indignation: αγανακτησις, a just and laudable contest with sin.

(4) What fear of the divine displeasure, and visitations on the church.

(5) What desire, yea, great desire, as signified by letter, that Paul would come with a rod, and restore order and peace among the brethren.

(6) What zeal for the honour and glory of God, and the purgation of evil.

(7) Yea, what revenge, when the church assembled, and expelled the offender: 2 Corinthians 2:6. All these facts, and all these effects are recorded for the instruction of the church in future ages, and to warn men against the consequences of falling away.

REFLECTIONS.
This chapter commences with an inference from the preseding, of withdrawing from the feasts and intercourse of the heathen. It is, that the heart, as well as the life, should be purified from sin. Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh by temperance, and a rigorous chastity, as in the sixth chapter of the former epistle. The filthiness of the mind, or mental impurity, are pride, unbelief, malice, and all the reveries of earthly and sensual desire. These are common to demons and men; for what is the imagination of a wicked man but a roving fiend which dares not meet the eyes of God. From defilement of this nature we must be farther cleansed by coming to the blood of Christ. But all this is only the negative part of religion. We must grow in grace, and aspire to perfect holiness. We want a faith like that in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18, which looks at unseen things. We want a love which casts out fear, and discovers perfection when called to suffer for religion. Thus when the soul is cleansed from all impurity, grace takes a deep root and brings forth all the fruits of the Spirit to perfection.

The best consolation of a minister, suffering for Christ, is good news from the churches. While the mob was fighting without, while the saints were trembling within, St. Paul’s soul overflowed with consolation when Titus informed him of the prosperity at Corinth. He seemed to exult in the thought, that though he should die in the contest, the cause of Christ should live and conquer the world. What a temper of mind — what a model for martyrs.

Reformation and purity in the church is one grand and leading means of a revival of religion. In consequence of St. Paul’s command to put the incestuous man out of the church, (for Reuben lost his birthright and Absalom his life for the same crime) religion afterwards revived in the city. The hearts of the people melted by true repentance, and they became united to one another in the bonds of purity. Thus tender plants flourish the more when the weeds are removed. One bad man, retained in communion, may paralize the whole church, and awfully revolt the world.

The honourable way in which St. Paul mentions Titus here, and his other fellow-labourers elsewhere, should teach ministers to behave well, and to be cordially attached to one another. It is both weak and base to deteriorate a brother’s character because of his talents or popularity. If providence has placed us in a secondary rank, let us glorify God in that situation, and rejoice that we have brethren more honourable than ourselves. 

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-24
2 Corinthians 8:1. Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God. Better to say, It is requisite that I should apprise you of the grace that God has conferred on the churches of Macedonia. Though planted but a few years before, they stood and flourished in every grace; and now their laudable contributions were extended to the poor of distant churches. Truly, he that loveth not, knoweth not God. Worthily are all those fine elucidations of the heart, and liberalities called “the grace of God.”

2 Corinthians 8:7. Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and as God has withheld no spiritual endowment, see that ye abound in this grace also. A highly elegant and powerful appeal, and worthy of this great master of the human heart. Who could resist when solicited with so much elegance.

2 Corinthians 8:9. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. His preëxistence, his divestment to assume the form of a servant, that you might by him inherit eternal glory. Here then is the model of your charity.

2 Corinthians 8:12. If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted. The Lord never asks what is unreasonable. This virtue shone in the Macedonians, who in the preseding year had contributed above their ability. What a gracious providence, that God should thus provide for the poor and persecuted saints in Judea. Let the righteous ever learn to trust in the tender cares of a Father’s love.

2 Corinthians 8:18. The brother whose praise is in the gospel. Jerome says this was Luke, but Justin thinks it was Barnabas. Apollos and Silas are also named among critics; but Poole contends that it was Mark who received this honour. The majority however incline to Luke, whose gospel was canonized, and widely circulated. It is remarkable that Poole should contend it was Mark, merely because he was received back into favour. 2 Timothy 4:2.

2 Corinthians 8:23. Whether any do enquire of Titus, he is my partner and fellow- helper concerning you; or of our brethren, the messengers of the churches and the glory of Christ. The Mons testament reads, Et que vous traitterez demême Tite, qui est uni avec moi, et qui travaille comme moi pour votre salut, et nos autres freres qui sont les apotres des eglises, et la gloire de Jesus Christ. “If any of you shall enquire concerning Titus, who alone is with me, and who labours like me for your salvation; and our other brethren, who are the apostles of the churches, and the glory of Jesus Christ.” From these encomiums we learn the duty of honouring ministers, according to the honour that Christ has conferred upon them in all divine endowments, of personal virtues, and labours wearing out life for the salvation of souls. If you, oh christians, lower your ministers, you lower the Saviour, and destroy religion.

REFLECTIONS.
Charity is the character of God, and charity is the badge of all his people. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him. The saints in Macedonia were now severely pressed with persecution, and much poorer than those of Achaia; yet when they heard of the sufferings and poverty of the churches in Judea, who suffered alike from jews and heathens, they were the foremost, and of their own accord, to help the brethren whom they had never seen. Love makes the family of Jesus all one; the rich and the poor, the stranger and the servant, all taste the sweets of heavenly friendship and brotherhood in Christ.

The Macedonian charity was accompanied with much of grace. They pressed the apostles to take even more than had been solicited. Having first given themselves to the Lord, they deemed it a small object to honour him with their substance. It is a genuine mark of piety, when men contribute willingly to the gospel, and to the wants of the church; and that not barely as ministers hope, but often to surpass their expectation.

Christ is the grand model and pattern of charity to his church. He was rich in coëqual glory and essence with the Father, yet for our sakes he became poor, so as not to have where to lay his head, that we might be enriched with every covenant blessing, and with eternal glory. Who then, when ministers and saints are short of food and raiment, can withhold his hand? Who can build a fine house, purchase sumptuous furniture, and aggrandize his family, while he gives only a bare pittance to the cause of piety? On what ground does this man hope for a seat at Christ’s right hand, whose whole life was charity? On the other hand, a truly good man will give as God shall prompt the first thought of his heart; and the cheerfulness with which he gives is more than the gift. Christians, being one body and one spirit, are bound to help the gospel in dark corners of the land, and in distant nations. What, shall a city receive a confluence of wealth from the country, and be the emporium of colonial produce, and not assist the poor villages, and distressed cases, where the poor have nothing but what they dearly earn? Surely we should think of these, and give them the parings of commercial redundance.

Ministers who thus preach, suffer, and help the churches, are in brotherhood with the holy apostles, and called the glory of Christ. If the honour of a king consist in the fidelity and valour of his subjects, what king had ever subjects that suffered and laboured like the first planters of christianity? Whoever loved a sovereign as the martyrs loved Christ?

Hence they deserve the honour and esteem of the churches. 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-15
2 Corinthians 9:1. Touching the ministering to the saints in Judea, it is superfluous for me to write to you. What a method of finding the avenues of the heart. He knew their forwardness — he had boasted of it in Macedonia. Being himself the model of every virtue, he had their hearts, and their cash at his command. Opulent Corinth being a proverb, he was the bolder to glean in Boaz’s field.

2 Corinthians 9:3. Yet have I sent the brethren. Though he knew the power of charity, yet he knew also that the means must not be neglected.

2 Corinthians 9:7. God loveth a cheerful giver. When the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had plundered and defaced the temple, Joash the young king, and Jehoiada the highpriest, made a chest, and set it in the gate of the temple, which was daily so filled with money that the temple was repaired without constraint. 2 Kings 12 :2 Chronicles 24:7-14. Our Saxon fathers, in building churches, discovered great liberality to the cause of Christ. They first ge-timbered, and then erected temples of stone.

2 Corinthians 9:10. He that ministereth seed to the sower, ministereth bread for your food. Our version reads awkwardly. The three Greek verbs should be properly rendered. ‘Now he who ministers seed to the sower, will supply you with bread, and multiply the seed of your alms, and augment more and more the fruit of your righteousness.’ God who gives the seed, supplies the sower with bread, and multiplies his seed to a harvest. On this principle the hundred and twelfth Psalm is composed, and conformably to all the temporal blessings of the covenant. On the contrary, the prophets in succession declare that short harvests were the consequence of defrauding the altar, robbing the poor, and making feasts to Baal.

And encrease the fruits of your righteousness. צדק zedek, when used of the righteousness of men, often designates alms, as is the reading of the LXX in Daniel 4:27. Deuteronomy 6:25. In other places it designates righteousness in general, piety, benignity, and goodwill to men.

2 Corinthians 9:14. For the exceeding grace of God in you. How just is this whole scale of argument! Wheat when sown produces wheat, so grace in the heart produces righteousness in the life; yea, a plenteous harvest, which God heaped on the liberal Corinthians, according to the fulness of the promises, in all temporal and spiritual blessings.

REFLECTIONS.
What a master was Paul in soliciting charity! His own heart was really enkindled with the flame, for he knew the poor and persecuted state of the churches in Judea, and communicated the sparks with a successful touch. It is not enough to gain the judgment, the heart in all works of charity must yield to its influence. The case was strong and urgent; in fact, it was a debt that could never be adequately discharged: the gospel had been sent to them from Judea.

He asks them to give of their superabundance, as God had liberally given to them. He asks this ere the Macedonian brethren came, who had contributed to this popular cause beyond their ability. He asks it that he might not be ashamed of his boastings of Corinthian charity. He asks it as a freewill-offering, as the oblation of a heart glowing with goodwill to men. He asks it under the idea of a certain reward, for he who sows liberally shall reap a luxuriant harvest. This is a sentiment which reigns through the scriptures, and must reign while God is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him. He asks it by the godlike pleasure it would communicate to the givers, as well as to the saints in Judea. It would be on the hills as the refreshing rain, after a parched and droughty season. It would confirm their faith in him who feeds the ravens, and clothes the flowers of the field. They would glorify God to see the gentiles imbibe all the grace and glory of the gospel. Their daily prayers would implore blessings on their Grecian brethren; and their devotions would be enlivened with thanks to God for his unspeakable gift. 

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-18
2 Corinthians 10:1. Who in presence am base among you, but being absent am bold towards you. Paul retorts ironically the unworthy insinuations of the false teachers, sent out by the sanhedrim of Jerusalem, and in the full pay of the synagogue, to bring back the people to the ceremonial law. These, it would seem, made a genteel appearance, while Paul appeared in humbler dress, often labouring with his own hands.

2 Corinthians 10:2. I beseech you; yea, to cut off occasion from those that seek occasion, I beseech you then by the meekness and gentleness, or benignity of Christ, that you disregard those false apostles, who insinuate that we walk after the flesh, seeking the ease, the honours, and riches of this world.

2 Corinthians 10:3-4. For though we walk and sojourn in the flesh, humble and abject, we do not war after the flesh, as is the way of the world. Our armour is the armour of righteousness, and mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds; the castles, citadels, and fortresses of the enemy. In other words, our weapons are mighty in forcing down the pride of gentile philosophy, in storming the forts of spiritual wickedness in high places, and in counteracting all the lawless habits of concupiscence.

2 Corinthians 10:5. Casting down imaginations. Here we find many opinions. The margin of Montanus reads, “destroying counsels.” This reading is adopted by La Haye; and Theophylact expounds it of philosophical argumentations against the faith of Christ. But Menochius understands it both of counsels against the apostles, and against the gospel. The expression fairly refers to the guile and sophisms of judaizing teachers.

2 Corinthians 10:7. Do ye look on things after the outward appearance, the genteel and reputable figure of those false apostles. If they are, as they affect to be, the ministers of Christ, let them by all fairness and candour allow that we also are his ministers. The character of the workmen is demonstrated by their work.

2 Corinthians 10:8. Though I should boast, of the apostolic powers, I should not be ashamed. Those powers were conferred for the salutary defence of discipline, and for the edification of the church. There was then a power, not only of expulsion, but also to visit with “sickness and death.” 1 Corinthians 11:30. The last are punishments of a high and miraculous nature, which the Lord who searches the heart keeps chiefly in his own power. Was not Herod slain by the angel, in unison with the prayers of the church? Acts 12. Queen Mary’s reign, after burning almost five hundred martyrs, was short. Here, case may be opposed to case. Raviliac, a jesuit, assassinated Henry the fourth of France, amidst his guards, when getting into his coach. True, but the protestants had engaged in the civil wars to place him on the throne. The final judgment of those cases belongs to Him who cannot err.

2 Corinthians 10:10. His letters, say they, [the false apostles] are weighty and powerful, but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech, in regard of elocution and utterance, is contemptible. They spoke well of his letters, for no man could say otherwise, that they might speak ill of his appearance with the better grace. As to the person of Paul, we have cited the priest of Asia, in the book called Paul and Thecla, a book named by four of the fathers, in the introduction to the Acts of the apostles. Chrysostom describes him thus. “A little man, scarcely three cubits high, the wonder of the world. Whatever I know of theology, I owe it all to St. Paul.” Of his eloquence, converted Greece and proconsular Asia are his witnesses. At Lystra, the priests of Jupiter called him Mercury. At Cæsarea, Felix trembled under his word; and where he could be fairly heard, his eloquence never sustained defeat.

After all those high encomiums, we must admit that Paul had some defects in elocution, and many difficulties to surmount, before he attained to the sublime and beautiful in Grecian eloquence. The Greek was so far from being his native language, that when he first began to preach in it, “he made,” according to Jerome, “very many bulls and blunders in his words. He scarcely knew how to construe a hyperbatic phrase, nor how to close a sentence.” This father affirms farther, that St. Paul at first “did not know how to express his own profound conceptions in the Greek language; that his elocution was defective, and that he laboured under difficulties in communicating his ideas.” Iste qui Solæcismos in verbis facit, qui non potest hyperbaton reddere, sententiamque concludere, audacter sibi vindicat sapientiam, &c. — Hieron. Comm. in epis. ad Ephesians tom. 6. p. 384.

Illud, &c. etsi imperitus sermone, &c. nequaquam Paulum de humilitate dixisse; profundos enim, et reconditos sensus lingua non explicat, et cum ipse sentiat, quid loguatur, in alienas aures puro non potest transferre Sermone. Epis. 15. ad Algas. Q. 10.

2 Corinthians 10:12. We dare not make ourselves of the number, or compare ourselves with some that commend themselves. Paul here attacks with a masterly stroke of irony, their boasted learning in the talmud, and sciences of the Hebrew schools. But in boasting, I doubt whether they are wise to measure themselves by themselves. Because, if they follow us in the sphere of our labours in Asia, in Macedonia, in Thessalia, in Achaia, and into Asia again and Syria, and back to Macedonia, their line of measure might possibly be found short, and shame would be the result. Rather, “Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord.”

REFLECTIONS.
Many jews of some learning went about troubling the churches, and most artfully affected to be christians. They are generally called “false apostles” by the fathers, and by St. Paul: 2 Corinthians 11:13. Yet they are allowed to be Israelites, and Hebrews of the seed of Abraham: 2 Corinthians 11:22. These men slandered St. Paul as walking after the flesh, and exercising an extravagant authority over the churches. We generally find the church of Christ like a ship at sea, exposed to waves and troubles. Some proud and ambitious mind which resolves to have the preëminence will ever be rising up, and troubling the heavenly repose of the saints.

St. Paul conducted himself in a tender, but dignified manner towards the ministers at Corinth, who had received and encouraged those judaizing teachers. He besought them by the tender and gentle spirit of Christ to stop the proceedings of those men, and emboldened them to do it by all the sanction of the Lord’s mission in the hands of his apostles. The weapons of their warfare, comprising the doctrine and discipline of Christ, were not carnal, but were the mighty power of God to pull down all rebellious irregular proceedings, and injurious inuendos. Every thing must give way to the truth and order of Christ, who has not left the glory of his church to the selfish caprice of man. St. Paul was resolved that they should find his rod of expulsion equal to the power of his letters. He would come to revenge all disobedience, and put those to shame who commended themselves. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-33
2 Corinthians 11:1-2. Bear with me a little in my folly; for I must glory a little when the advocate of self-applause. I know it is folly for a man to applaud himself; and I doubt not but you will bear with me, being driven to it by the love I have for you. It is a love which amounts to a godly jealousy, having espoused you to one husband, as a chaste virgin to Christ; a virgin which should be like a nuptial robe without a spot. Hosea 2:19-20.

2 Corinthians 11:3. I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve, so your minds should be corrupted. See on Genesis 3.; and Milton’s account of Eve’s seduction, as abbreviated in the notes on Matthew 4:3. The apostle saw that those false teachers were playing the same game at Corinth, which had recently been attempted in the province of Galatia. What arguments could have been more appropriate to some of the brethren at Corinth, whose ears were somewhat delighted with the new teachers. He plays with his enemies at argument, being fully confident of victory. The Lord’s jealousy over the Hebrew church is enforced by the prophets in the strongest forms, to prompt the people to obedience. The Lord thy maker is thy husband. Jehovah of hosts is his name. St. Paul had betrothed the gentile church to Christ, that one husband. — How then can the unitarian have the effrontery to say here, that Christ is not God? If Christ be the husband of the church, he is Jehovah her maker, and none else.

2 Corinthians 11:4. If he that cometh, with so “fair a show in the flesh,” and preacheth another Jesus, as Saviour, Messiah, and Lord; another Spirit, with all the gifts, graces, and powers of the Holy Ghost, as promised in the ancient scriptures; or another gospel, more glorious in its plan, and better adapted to heal the earth of all the effects of the fall, then ye might bear with him. Instead of that, these pretended apostles offered nothing but the stale stories of the Talmud. In after ages, the Turk offers us the Koran, a book dipped in blood, full of rapine and lust. Here is the boasted religion of nature!

2 Corinthians 11:5. For I suppose, or estimate, that I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles. Here he honours Peter, and John, and others, but has confidence that in doctrine, in labours, in sufferings, and purity of life, he was not their inferior. If so, what then would be the contrast between him, and the emissaries of judaism? 

2 Corinthians 11:7-13. Have I committed an offence in abasing myself, or dishonoured my profession in working with my hands, when the church in Corinth were few and poor? I then worked for my bread, and shared it with my fellow- labourers. 1 Corinthians 4:6; 1 Corinthians 9:12. But when the churches of Macedonia sent, and supplied my wants, I accounted it as a sweet-smelling savour to God. In this I robbed other churches to do you service, and preached to you a free gospel. And though the fine gentlemen looked down upon me with contempt, as poor and abject, they being in the pay of the great synagogue, what I then did, I will do. I will not allow them to call me a hireling. They are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
2 Corinthians 11:14. And no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. φωτος, light, designates the pristine state of fallen angels. Isaiah has the same idea, when he says, How art thou fallen from heaven, oh Lucifer, son of the morning. הילל hailail, morning star. Satan’s presence created light, moving in his sphere as the first of archangels. — Those false apostles in the plumage of the dove could, for a time, impose on the very elect.

2 Corinthians 11:15. Whose end shall be according to their works. A word here is enough; they shall go with their master to Pluto’s dark house. Let all hypocrites read and tremble. Hypocrites can do what Satan, as such, cannot do. The old prophet of Bethel succeeded in destroying the young prophet, which neither the threats nor the rewards of the king could effect.

2 Corinthians 11:22. Are they Hebrews? So am I. To a jew, these were questions of moment. Are they ministers of Christ? I am more abundant in labours. But where are their labours? Where are their scars in the fight, and love to the cross? St. Paul, like a skilful general, tries to bring the enemy to battle; but he concealed himself in the thicket, and escaped in the night.

2 Corinthians 11:23. In prisons more frequent. “Seven times was he in bonds.” — St. Clement’s epistle to the Corinthians, section 5. This statement, no doubt, is correct, though all the seven are not noted in the Acts.

2 Corinthians 11:24. Forty stripes save one. Stripes were not allowed to exceed forty, lest faults should be punished too severely. The whip had three lashes of four plats each. With this they gave the offender thirteen strokes, which made thirty nine lashes. 

2 Corinthians 11:26. In journeyings often; and we must not suppose that oriental roads were like our present mail-coach roads. Men now living have seen forty roads, and frequent gibbet posts, over Nottingham forest. Ancient roads were mostly tracts for cattle, often preferring the hills to avoid the mire of the vales. In all the conquered nations, the Romans made great military roads, many of which still remain.

2 Corinthians 11:31. The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ — knoweth that I lie not. This form of speech is equivalent to an oath. The Father is called God, as the fountain of deity, from whom the Son, and the Spirit have the same θεοτητα, divinity or godhead. Such are the illustrations of bishop Bull, professor Cocceijus, and others.

2 Corinthians 11:32. The governor under Aretas. Dr. Hammond notes here, that the Gassanii reigned in Syria from four to six hundred years, and were called Harethi, or Aretæ, which is the name of the king in this place.

REFLECTIONS.
Violence having failed of effect, the jewish council adopted more wary measures with the church. They sent out men of address, and of some learning, to the synagogues among the gentiles to bring back the jews and proselytes to the law of Moses. Those most unprincipled men, adopting a subtilty like that of the serpent which beguiled Eve, came in a friendly manner into the christian assemblies, and availed themselves as teachers, of the liberty allowed in the synagogues, and insinuated themselves partly by gentile philosophy, and partly by the sanction of the Mosaic law, into the good affections of the christians. What Paul built up by day, those men pulled down by night, for in so great a work the common enemy must be busy. And what can be more afflictive to a faithful minister than to find, while he is promoting a work of God in his sphere, that Satan is promoting strife, feuds, and divisions. These evils Paul foresaw in the Spirit. Acts 20:29-30.

With a view to undermine the character of the holy apostle, they intimated in a dark and distant way that he walked according to the flesh, in seeking praise of men by austerities; adding withal, that his person was mean and contemptible. What charges, what insinuations. How holy was the blessed apostle, how upright when his professed enemies could find no occasion against him. How like the beloved Daniel, against whom the princes of Persia could find no charge, except concerning the law of his God. The missionaries of judaism were abandoned in character beyond a name. In the synagogue they were rabbins sent with authority; in the christian church they were brethren of Judea, and ministers of Christ to set things in order by enforcing circumcision and the ritual code. When men become hypocrites by profession, there is no saying what they will do. They are the fastest friends of Satan, who often transforms himself into an angel of light.

The church of God is under very great obligation to those false apostles for bringing the worth and excellence of St. Paul to light; it is their calumnies that brought these illustrious instances of his heroic faith, and the divine preservation of his life, to the knowledge of the church. Five times he was whipped in the synagogues of the great cities, where the jews had power, and where he had preached Christ. Thrice he was beaten with rods by the severe Roman lictors. Thrice he suffered shipwreck, and one of the times he was a night and a day on a raft, or a rock. His perils which menaced life were without number. Sometimes fording rivers, sometimes crossing deserts, where the simoon, or hot wind, a cloud of blue and sulphureous flame occasions immediate death, if both man and beast do not put their mouths into the sand. His sevenfold imprisonments he seems to have regarded as intervals of repose from the severer duties of his ministry. Oh my soul, when thou art weak and ready to faint, read this catalogue of sufferings, and hold thy peace about thy crosses. Approach to Calvary, and warm thy affections with redeeming love, that all thy complaints may be lost in grateful memory of the sufferings of thy Lord and Saviour. 

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-21
2 Corinthians 12:1. It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. To disclosures of the divine pleasure, which cannot be known by any researches of the human mind. The English gives us here two distinct sentences. Many of the old interpreters read subjunctively, Though it be not expedient for me to glory; yet I will come to visions and revelations. The high character and authority of Paul in the church at Corinth was insupportable to the false apostles. They had accused them of a capital error in making him equal to the first prophets of the Hebrew nation, prophets who had seen the glory of the Lord. Well then, says Paul, if I must glory a little in self-defence against such accusations, I affirm that I also have seen the Lord. Acts 9:4; Acts 22:14, 1 Corinthians 9:1. That alone is sufficient to justify my call to live and preach as I do, for I know whose servant I am.

2 Corinthians 12:2. I knew a man in Christ, a regenerate man, as in Romans 8:1, and 2 Corinthians 5:17; for the Word of the Lord came in ancient times to holy men. This distinguishes St. Paul from all the raptures and ecstasies of the pythonesses or sibyls of heathen temples.

Above fourteen years ago. Paul was converted about the thirty fifth year of our Lord. Three years he had spent in Arabia and Damascus, before he went up the first time to Jerusalem. Then, after fourteen years, he went up again. Galatians 1:18; Galatians 2:1. In reference to this period he says, “When I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance, or ecstasy, as in the Greek. Acts 22:17. In Acts 15:1-6, we read that Paul, and others, went up to Jerusalem to consult the brethren on the question of circumcision. Critics generally suppose that this was the time of the ecstasy: if otherwise, as we have no dates, it is useless to enquire.

Caught up to the third heaven. The angelic or highest heaven, as in Acts 1:8; Acts 1:11. It is the same as paradise, or Abraham’s bosom. In other words, it is the Eden of God, where Christ dwells with the spirits of the just. Erasmus says that Paul was taken from the third heaven to paradise. See on John 3:13. The grand point is the vision. As few persons were allowed to enter the holy of holies, let us glean what is revealed of knowledge so precious. St. Peter had an ecstasy, or trance, and was transported beyond himself. Acts 10:10. John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day. Revelation 1:10. When the allied armies of Israel and Judah were fainting for want of water, Elisha, having no vision, called for a minstrel, and by psalmody raised his soul to that divine abstraction which sees light in the light of the Lord. Though, we sinners, must not obtrude on paths so high and holy, yet we should follow the prophets in seeking all the glory of regeneration.

2 Corinthians 12:4. Heard unspeakable words. αρρητα ρηματα, secret or ineffable words. Paul was here admitted into the cabinet of heaven. John heard words which were sealed up till future times. Luke mentions the subject on which Moses and Elias talked with Christ on the mount, but does not relate the words. Our Saviour testified on earth the things he had seen, and the words he had heard in heaven. John 3:32; John 3:34. The vision with which Paul was favoured was no doubt designed to support him in his arduous work, by showing him the future state of the church, and the visitations which should fall on the Jews, and the Roman persecutors. Of course they were things not lawful then to be published, or uttered.

2 Corinthians 12:7. Lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, which, in an evangelical view, exalted me above Moses, who saw the glory on the mount; and Isaiah, who saw the Messiah enthroned in the temple, there was given to me a double stroke, the one to afflict the body, the other more painful still, a messenger of Satan to depress my mind. That which regards the body, he calls a σκολοψ; and the precise idea has given rise to many conjectures. Tertullian thinks it was a sudes, a species of thorn; and again, dolor auriculæ, anguish or pain in the ear. Perhaps he might have some idea of the new name which the French physicians have given to an old disease, tique douloureux. Theophylact follows the more ancient opinion of those who call it capitis dolorem, a pain in the head, or nervous head ache. And this seems to agree with the messenger or angel of Satan to buffet him. The evil angel continually reproaching him with his infirmities, magnifying his weakness, and bidding him retire from labours and sufferings so severe, adding, that he was not fit to contend with mobs and tumults, or with griefs and troubles in the church, and a world of outward foes. This thorn in the flesh the apostle elsewhere calls an infirmity of the flesh, and his temptation that was in the flesh, which exposed him to some kind of contempt. Galatians 4:13-14. It must therefore have been some bodily weakness, or deformity, which operated strongly to his disadvantage, the tempter meanwhile availing himself of it to encrease his difficulty and discouragement.

2 Corinthians 12:8. I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. By the word Lord is understood Christ, who appeared to him. Christ who gave him this after vision. Christ in whom he would glory, that his power and grace might rest upon him. Paul therefore prayed to the Lord Jesus, and often besought him in this affliction. Thrice, it would seem, with prayer and fasting, and probably for three successive days. Dr. Carpenter has written a book to prove that all the apostles were unitarians! Yet he fully grants in this place, and he could not do otherwise, that Paul really did pray to the Saviour. This we still do in all the common prayers, throughout the christian world.

Paul received a gracious answer of compromise, that though the thorn was not removed, the Lord would be so with him, affording every divine support, that the great work of converting the gentiles should be effectuated, even by a worm of the dust, clothed with the power and grace of Christ.

2 Corinthians 12:12. Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you, by unheard-of patience and perseverance in the work. By special miracles also, which were wrought by the hand of Paul; by the conversion of multitudes of gentiles, in twenty provinces of Asia and Europe. The work spoke for the workman: what more could mortals ask?

2 Corinthians 12:20-21. I fear, lest when I come, I shall not find you such as I would, in regard of envy, strifes, backbitings, parties, and swellings of a haughty spirit. Nay, worse: I fear lest some should not have renounced their grosser immoralities, and that I should have to purify the church, before I could build you up. Take proper measures; be decided in what character I shall come the third time to Corinth.

REFLECTIONS.
We are here farther indebted to the judaizing teachers, or false apostles, for this account of the rapture and ravishment of St. Paul into the third heavens. These visions placed him among the first friends of God. They equalled him with Moses, who saw the throne and glory of God on Sinai; and to Isaiah, who saw the same glory in the temple. Ezekiel 1:4. Peter, James, and John, had honours of a similar kind. Matthew 17:5. These are rare and special favours. We must not in this world know too much of heaven; it would take us off from the duties of life. Now and then a prophet has been favoured with revelations of this kind; and now and then a saint receives comfort from the Spirit in so extraordinary a degree, as to menace the body with dissolution. St. Paul was at this time praying in the temple, as is conceived; and his faith penetrated within the veil. He launched away beyond the faith of mortals, and even beyond his own consciousness and recollection. This stretch perhaps enfeebled his body for future years.

It is thence apparent, that exalted favours require a proportionable ballast of crosses and afflictions, lest we founder, as a ship for want of lading. So Jacob, after wrestling with the angel, went halting on his thigh. David was likewise prepared for the throne by adversity. Joseph also by imprisonment, and Moses by exile, were tutored and prepared for the honours which came from God.

Though we see not as St. Paul saw, yet we learn that the happiness of heaven is unutterable. If believers here rejoice with joy unspeakable, what would mortals attempt to say of the joy of heaven. We see now by analogy only. We have only the light of the sun to afford us ideas of the light of heaven, which shall darken the sun by its lustre. Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things that God hath prepared for them that love him.

The happiness of heaven is completely freed from all anxieties about this life. St. Paul did not know whether he was in the body, or out of the body: and this abstraction of mind is no small presumption of the life to come. So while the holy apostles were on the mount of transfiguration, they forgot the world, and wished to build tabernacles. Moses also, communing with God on the holy mountain, needed neither meat nor drink. He lived as the inhabitants of heaven, and apparently forgot the multitude on the plain.

The special favours of God should never be forgotten. St. Paul noted the time and the place of this rapture, and counted the years. It was to him a time to be remembered. This sight of heaven supported him in his sufferings, and fortified him against the jews, who would not receive his testimony. Let us keep in lively recollection the favours of God, and the covenant we have made with him on special occasions.

The high favours and comforts of heaven are ever accompanied with modesty and humility. These visions were above the reach of ordinary believers, and therefore the apostle said little about them. He would rather glory in his infirmities, that the power of Christ might rest upon him in his preservation, amidst all the calamities mentioned in the preseding chapter.

The grace of God is sufficient to support us against the worst and sorest assaults of Satan. Our temptations and conflicts with the enemy of souls are all common to man; and the voice of our captain in the day of battle, crying, Be strong, be valiant, my grace is sufficient, will incessantly win the field, and give us the victory.

Lastly, guile is incompatible with holiness. The false apostles suggested that though St. Paul had wrought and preached a free gospel, yet he had shared in the contributions of the church through his colleagues; so he craftily caught them with guile. This charge he repels in the face of the church, that the shame and mischief of defamation might rest at its own door. 

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-14
2 Corinthians 13:1. This is the third time I am coming to you. Compare the following texts. Acts 18:1; Acts 20:2-3; Acts 21:13. The difficulty here is removed by the admission, that his second coming was on a journey, and therefore not counted when he speaks of their having a second benefit. 2 Corinthians 1:15.

2 Corinthians 13:5. Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith. Those are here exhorted who had indulged in fornication and uncleanness, 2 Corinthians 12:21, and also the false apostles who had required a proof of Christ speaking by him. He had complied with this. Now he required them to give proof whether they were in the faith, and holy in their practice, lest on God’s examination, they should be found reprobates. The Greek adokimoi signifies untried. It alludes to the touchstone, or tests of silver and other metals. It is rendered castaway in 1 Corinthians 9:27; and surely this caution was designed to prevent so great a calamity. Calvin lays no stress upon the text, from a leaning towards the doctrine of reprobation.

2 Corinthians 13:11. Be perfect: aim at carrying every grace to the highest possible perfection. The word is often applied to the perfecting of a building. It is applied also to the mending or perfecting of a broken net. Matthew 4:21. Mark 1:19. See 2 Corinthians 7:1.

2 Corinthians 13:12. A holy kiss. The phliema agion of antiquity was this. The moment the blessing was pronounced, the women gave each other a kiss; for they sat separate from the men. The men often kissed each other on the cheek. This is called also the kiss of peace. 

